Collision tumors of the sella: craniopharyngioma and silent pituitary adenoma subtype 3: case report.
Collision tumors of the sella turcica are rare and consist mainly of more than one type of pituitary adenoma, usually a corticotropin- and a prolactin-producing adenoma. The association of a craniopharyngioma and a pituitary adenoma is rare. Herein, we report the first case of an association between craniopharyngioma and silent pituitary adenoma subtype 3. It involved a 12-year-old boy who underwent a frontal craniotomy with surgical removal of a calcified sellar tumor. Histology revealed an adamantinomatous craniopharyngioma; however, by electron microscopy, there was conclusive evidence of adenoma cells showing the ultrastructural features of silent pituitary adenoma subtype 3. Endocrine and neuroimaging as well as detailed immunohistochemical and ultrastructural studies were undertaken. The literature is also reviewed.